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On Saturday, March 10th, Hoosier BMW will be hosting our 5th annual 
Indoor Karting event at Fastimes on the North side of Indy (96th and 
Keystone) from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM.

We have rented the facility and reserved spots for up to 24 drivers. 
Most drivers will get a practice race plus two 8-10 minute heat races 

to determine the fastest drivers. Once the heats are completed, there are
usually one or two run-off races, and from there the top 8 drivers go to a 

feature race. 

After the racing is done, we have a short podium session with awards and photos. The top 3 drivers receive medals 
and bragging rights for the next year. 

At the end of it all, most everyone is tired and hungry. We will head over to Scotty’s Brewhouse where we can grab 
some lunch and recap our fastest laps, close-calls, and back pain.  Plus, a cold beverage or two for those over 21 might
sooth some sore muscles. 

This event has sold out in years past, so please get registered ASAP. If we sell out early, we can potentially expand the
event. This year we are using PayPal to keep track of registrations. Please see our event on Facebook, or email 
reggie@reggiesmotorworks.com to RSVP or for more information. 

Check out the latest event details at:
www.hoosierbmw.com



317.773.0074 
www.ReggiesMotorworks.com

1362 S. 10th Street
Noblesville, IN 46060

Indiana’s premier German Auto Specialists. 
3 year / 36k mile warranty • Courtesy Cars • Family Owned • Certified Technicians

 WE TREAT YOUR CAR 
 AS IF IT WERE OUR OWN. 
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Cover photography is from the start of the 2006 Le Mans Classic Pre-War Car Race. This

is one of the historic support races at the Le Mans 24 Hours weekend. A white BMW 328

is in the starting field.  ©BMW AG/BMW Group Press Club
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appy 2018 fellow Hoosier BMWCCA
Chapter members! You might notice a new
face on the president’s page. Let me 
introduce myself as your newly elected
chapter president. I am not the only new face on our chapter’s
board. The board also welcomes our new vice-president, Kyle
McGary. Kyle has been an active member for many years. He
also serves as our membership chair. We have also added a new
director-at-large, Chris Wolf. Chris has a keen interest in jump
starting our Tire Rack Street Survival Program and will team
with other club members to bring back the success we have
had in the past. Last but not least, Joe Vernon is not only a 
director-at-large but also our ambassador to the BMWCCA
Foundation. We will all miss Chris Dunlap in the president’s seat
(we had to replace him with two Chrises) as he did such a great
job in his tenure. You’ll still get to read his contributions as an
active member of the club.

Let me start by telling you a little bit about myself. I live on a
horse farm just outside Pendleton, with my girlfriend Joanne
(who some may remember as my co-writer in last quarter’s tech
article about e46 window regulator replacement), her son
Henry, whom I am actively recruiting to our BMW culture, and
her daughter, Iris, whom I have been mostly successful with as
she decided on her first car to be a BMW three series with a
manual transmission (formerly owned by board member Steve
Bailey). My membership in the club dates back to 2001 when I
got my first BMW, a 2002 330i in steel grey with a manual 
transmission. My interest in German cars in general dates all the
way back to mid-80’s when I was in middle school. Odd as it
may seem, the first car I drooled over was the Mercedes S-Class.
When most of my school mates had the ubiquitous Lamborghini
Countach with the scissor doors plastering their bedroom walls,
I wanted the stately elegance of a 500SEL gliding through the
Schwarzwald on the Autobahn. Alas, I was never able to find
such a poster.

My first car was a 1995 Volkswagen Jetta with a 5 speed. That
was my first taste of owning German engineering. I adored that
car. It got me through college and into my first job. Eventually, it
started showing its age, and I started looking at replacements of
the German variety. I always thought I was a Mercedes guy due
to my infatuation when I was younger. I knew of BMWs as a 
German car and a status symbol to some. When I was deep into
research, the BMW 3 series keep popping up as the leader in the
compact car class. I’ll never forget my first test drive. I had an 
enthusiastic sales associate at Dreyer and Reinbold that was
keen to show me what a BMW was all about. He took me tearing
through the back roads of Hamilton County on a ride that has
stuck with me to this day. I am sure we were well into the out-
skirts of legal and responsible. This is how I began to understand

H

what a BMW was all about and how it differed from the
other flavors of German cars on the market. I discovered
that “The Ultimate Driving Machine” was not just a 
marketing tag line. I have owned a three series ever since
then in various models. We still have 4 three-series in our
household today along with two Volkswagen Vanagons and
two Mercedes. Yes, I did end up purchasing an S-Class (1986
420SEL), much like the one I loved in my teens.

My interest in German cars doesn’t stop simply with owning
them. Much of my free time is spent working on them. I 
realize that doesn’t sound great to some. It’s not because
they are fraught with problems or anything like that. I enjoy
doing my own maintenance. I find it rewarding and usually
relaxing aside from the occasional frustration. Plus, owning
(responsible for servicing) the eight older German vehicles
in our household, one, or more, always need something to
keep up with. Without the skills to do basic maintenance
myself, I would be in the poorhouse!

Lastly, in the last few years, I have discovered the addictive
hobby of high performance driver’s education (HPDE). I
have a dedicated 2003 BMW M3 that I have set up to enjoy
this aspect of BMW ownership. The first time I was on a track
at speed was at the BMW Performance Driving School in
2010. That was back when they gave purchasers of M3s a
one-day pass for you and your friend (my brother in this
case) to travel down to Spartanburg and take part in a 
one-day M School. I was hooked of course. These cars are
like drugs I tell you. Nowadays, I travel to various tracks
around the eastern US with other club members to enjoy
this aspect of the hobby.

In closing, I hope that I was able to give our club members a
little peek into how my passion of the marque will help me
be a good leader for our club. I can’t do it alone. Not only do
I need all my fellow members of the board, but also active
participation from our chapter members. We have lots of
great events planned for this year. If you have never been to
an event, give it a try. Try something small like a monthly 
social or club meeting. Visit our website and join our private
Facebook group. I think you will find a friendly and diverse
membership base with many interests. I look forward to
serving the club as your president and interacting with
everyone I can.

By Chris Ruel

Chapter President/Hoosier BMW CCA

I would like to thank the nearly 70 (wow!) Hoosier BMW 

members that joined us this year for our annual Holiday Party

. We enjoyed a delicious three course lunch with options that 

included BBQ chicken, steak, and salmon. Hoosier BMW 

branded drink insulators, keychains, and custom ///M & 

///M candy bags greeted our members at their seats. Lunch 

ended with our 2018 Board of Director elections as well a

plethora of graciously donated door prizes.

These door prizes were made possible by the BMW CCA Foundation,

BMW of Lafayette, both Dreyer & Reinbold BMW locations, Griot’s

Garage, The James Embry Team, Reggie’s Motorworks, and Sonax

USA. These sponsors give generously to our Hoosier Chapter, 

and we are especially grateful for their support. Here’s to 

a great 2018 with your Hoosier BMW friends.

Kyle McGary



Hoosier Tracks is an official publication of the Hoosier Chapter of the BMW Car Club of America,
Inc., and is not in any way connected with the Bayerische Motoren Werke AG or BMW of
North America, Inc. It is provided by and for club membership only. The club assumes no liability
for any of the information, opinions or suggestions contained herein. No factory approval is
implied unless specifically stated. Modifications within the warranty period of a vehicle may
void the warranty. Contents may not be reproduced without written permission, except by the
BMW CCA and its Chapters. For more information, write us at news@hoosierbmw.com.
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Article by Rick Prevette from a BMW CCA

Iowa Chapter Newsletter.

Scan with a QR reader 
to visit the Hoosier Chapter

BMW CCA website.

Scan with a QR
reader to join us

on facebook.

What is Carnauba?

or years, many of us have heard about
using Carnauba wax on our rides but 
may not have fully understood what that
meant. I thought it would be fun to dive in a little deeper
and discuss this mystery wax. 

Let’s start off with what Carnauba is and where it comes
from. Carnauba, which is also often called
Brazil wax or palm wax, is indeed a wax that
is harvested from the leaves of the palm 
tree Copernicia prunifera. This palm plant is
native to and grown only in the semi-arid
northeastern part of Brazil which is the
states of Piauí, Ceará, and Rio Grande do
Norte.

Carnauba is a thick yellow wax that is produced by the
palm tree plant to protect itself from losing 
too much moisture to the dry air. During 
the summer, the Carnauba wax is
extracted from the palm tree leaves 
either by boiling the leaves and then 
skimming the wax from the surface of 
the mixture or by harvesting the leaves and allowing the
wax to dry and then beating the leaves to loosen and 
remove the wax. After harvesting, the Carnauba wax is in
its pure state which is in the form of very hard, yellowish-
brown flakes. It is among the hardest of natural waxes,
even harder than concrete, and it is nearly insoluble in
water and ethanol. The melting point of pure Carnauba
wax is also among the highest of natural waxes at 180°F.

The wax is poured into molds and allowed to harden. The
Carnauba bricks are then graded according to their yellow
coloration and purity. The highest quality Carnauba is
rated as #1 Grade Yellow Carnauba, followed by #2 Grade
Yellow and #3 Grade Yellow.

When Carnauba is formed into car wax, it must be mixed
with solvents in order to be softened so that you can 
actually apply it to your ride’s finish. Products that are 
advertised as 100% Carnauba are referring to the fact
that 100% of the wax content is Carnauba. No Carnauba
wax product can contain more than 28% to 33% of 
Carnauba wax; otherwise it would resemble a block of
concrete and be impossible to apply.

In addition, the highest quality Carnauba wax products
also contain other ingredients such as resins, silicone oils,
polymers and other waxes. These are added in order to
give the Carnauba wax product more shine and durability.
Carnauba wax in its natural form is not glossy. If you 
applied it to your ride it would leave a filmy and slightly

opaque look. These additional ingredients also add
durability as natural Carnauba would only last a month
or two.

In the marketplace you may see it advertised as #1 Ivory
White Pure Carnauba. This description is meant to make
you believe that their Carnauba is more refined and all
of the impurities (the yellow color) have been removed,
therefore it is white. Don’t be misled! The finest and
purest form of natural Carnauba wax is #1 Yellow 
Carnauba. There are various shades of yellow due to
different ages but they are all yellow. Carnauba can be
turned white through a bleaching process or by mixing
with other waxes.

Carnauba is highly desired as a car wax. The most 
common reason 
is the way that 
Carnauba wax 
reflects light. When
light is reflected back
there is actually a
slight distortion that
occurs that creates
the illusion of 
wetness and depth.
You can increase this illusion by adding multiple layers
of Carnauba wax to increase its thickness and deep look.

What is Carnauba?
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Some Carnauba brand car waxes

Article and photos by Kash Rahman

am always surprised by how popular this drive is. Late in the year, cold 
temperatures, a relatively straight drive up Rt 31 — who would want to do 
that? Nearly 40 people, that's who. We started this year's trip at the factory, 
with a personal tour by the real life Willy Wonka owner himself, Mark Tarner. We 
watched tasty treats being created right in front of us, and sampled a few just to make
sure they were perfect!

We then headed to the main store, where every type of chocolatey treat was on sale, 
and also enjoyed a delicious lunch. Some of us 
had to head back, but others continued on to 
a free, personalized tour of the Studebaker 
museum, courtesy of Mark Tarner!

For some of us, this tour is now an annual 
tradition. And, if you have never been, you 
are missing out on the tastiest drive of the 
year!

I
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his past year of 2017 was a landmark year for
BMW as we celebrated 100 years of BMW as a company and 75
years of BMW motorsports. It was also a landmark year for our
BMW CCA Foundation as it continues to grow in supporting its
goals of “Saving Lives” through the Tire Rack Street Survival
(TRSS) program for teenage drivers and “Saving History”
through the Foundation’s library, archives and museum 
located in Greer, South Carolina.

The Foundation Museum opened its first major Heroes of
Bavaria exhibit on May 19, 2017, which coincided with the 
annual BMW Vintage event. In celebration of 75 years of BMW
Motorsport, the exhibition displaying loaned cars such as the
1937 BMW 328 that won at the Zandvoort Grand Prix in 1939,
1975 3.0 CSL Group 4 IMSA, 1977 E21 320 Turbo (my personal
favorite), the championship PTG E46 M3 GT, the Williams FW-22
Formula One car, Hans Stuck’s 700RS Hill Climb Car, McClaren

F1 GTR and many
more With the
founding of BMW
Motor Sports in
1972, a host of

new cars and drivers
emerged on U.S.
sports car circuits.
Today’s BMW racing
teams are built on the standards and racing heritage of these
teams and drivers such as David Hobbs and Brian Redman
along with Longtime Motorsport and M Brand Manager for
BMW North America Eric Wensberg.

The Heroes of Bavaria exhibit closed Saturday, January 13 
concluding with a full weekend of BMW events hosted and
sponsored by the BMW CCA Foundation, BMW CCA and BMW
North America. The weekend began with a Heroes reception
and museum “pit” tour on Friday evening featuring Eric 
Wensberg who spoke of his personal in-depth experiences and
stories of the cars, drivers and teams. Saturday began with a
plant tour of the current X3 and X4 line highlighting BMW’s
philosophy of Just-In-Time Inventory/parts placement, state of
the art manufacturing technology and
energy efficient “green” operations. Next
we were off to the BMW Performance 

Center for an overview of
all the Performance Center 

T

Article by Chris Dunlap

Article & photos by Larry Clarino

Baynes, Stephen
Indianapolis, IN

Briskey, Raymond
Avon, IN

Byerly, Erin
Indianapolis, IN

Davis, Benjamin
Lafayette, IN

DeKemper, Brian
Huntingburg, IN

Ferrill, Kim & 
Linda
Pendleton, IN

Gilbert, Steve
Fishers, IN

Grove, Sean
Indianapolis, IN

Hoi, Swee
Carmel, IN

Hutson, Jeff
Fishers, IN

Irizarry, Beth
Carmel, IN

Kuhn, Michael & 
Aaron
Fishers, IN

Langeman, Michael
Carmel, IN

Lillywhite, John
Martinsville, IN

Lindner,Michael
West Lafayette, IN

Lindsay, Scott
Zionsville, IN

Miller, Haley
Indianapolis, IN

Montgomery, Anthony
Westfield, IN

he January meeting of the Hoosier BMW Chapter took place
at Dreyer and Reinbold BMW North’s, brand new BMW 
showroom and service location. New car sales manager, Steve
Baker, and internet sale head, Dave Edmondson, gave a tour of
the sparking new facility to the attending members. For the
first time, service clients now have an indoor drop-off/pickup
area bordered by the firm’s service writers’ desks which brings
a whole new level of professionalism to the only BMW dealer
in Indianapolis.

Both the exterior and interior design, including the general
layout of the entire BMW Center, were created as a joint 
project with the dealership and BMW North America. The
signage, paint colors, tile, and lighting design makes the Indy
Center the most modern in the country for a facility of its size.

Things have come a long way since Dreyer and Reinbold
owner, Dennis Reinbold’s grandfather, Floyd “Pop” Dreyer, was
building race cars for the Indy 500 in the 1920s, and the family
started selling cars literally
out of their home driveway. 

D&R BMW is now one of the 
prime BMW stores in the 
nation. 

programs including new car delivery,
teen driving, and M Driving Schools
finishing with a hot lap around 
Performance Center track in a 
new M3 driven by one of BMW’s
professional instructors — great
fun! The day ended with An
“Evening With Heroes — A 
Closing Celebration of Heroes of
Bavaria at the Thornblade
Country Club,
which proved to
be an immersion
in all things BMW
as David Hobbs,
Brian Redman 
and Eric Wensberg 
regaled us with
behind-the-scenes
anecdotes of driving for BMW in the 70s and 80s as well as
personal relationships between the various team members,
especially the “Senior Team” vs. the “Junior Team” (good 
references to “Adrenalin — The BMW Touring Car Story”. 
Interesting to hear firsthand about “those Germans” from a
very British perspective not to mention British humor. It was
clear by the end of the evening that there remains a strong
competitive spirit between Hobbs and Redman (who actually
won more races and championships) even though they are
extremely close friends. All three stayed well after the official
event ended, signing autographs and telling stories.

All that being said, the best benefit to the weekend was 
getting to meet and know BMW CCA members from across
the country as people came from as far as California, 
Connecticut and Florida as well as the Foundation staff and
current Board of Trustees. All proceeds to the event go toward
the Tire Rack Street Survival (TRSS) for teens between 15-21
years of age with an unrestricted driver’s license. As of 
December 2017, the BMW CCA Foundation saw 106 schools
resulting in 2,673 students through the TRSS program. 

With the beginning of the New Year, the BMW CCA Foundation,
BMW CCA and the Hoosier Chapter are working on new
events for 2018 such as the 50th Anniversary of the 2002 
exhibit at the Foundation opening May 18 in conjunction
with The Vintage, May 17-20 in Ashville, NC as well as many

local events and socials. So come 
be a part of it. . .if you’re a member
of BMW CCA, it all 
belongs to you, and car 
people are the best!
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TMarch
10th Fast Times Karting Event*

10th Anderson Car Museum*

April
4th Monthly Meeting at 6:30 p.m. — Georges

TBD Swap Meet*

May
2nd Monthly Meeting at 6:30 p.m. — Georges.

17-20th Vintage*.

June
6th Monthly Meeting at 6:30 p.m. — Georges.

16th Reggie’s Motorworks Open House*.

TBD Go Karting at Newcastle Motor*.

At the time of publication not all calendar events and dates were 
confirmed. Please check our website often for times, locations and an 
updated calendar.

A social gathering will be held the third Wednesday of each month at 6:30PM
Champps — Keystone at the Crossing. 

*Visit www.hoosierbmw.com for updates, additions and last-minute changes.

t the Fountain Square Action Bowling Lanes on a cold 

Saturday night 17 Hoosier BMW CCA members gathered for some

fun bowling. While a lot of us had been there in the past, we did

have a few first timers that were quite surprised at what they saw.

We all know that the pins don't lie in Duck Pin bowling and that

was made abundantly clear on lane 1. No matter what you did,

that number 10 pin would stand back up almost every time. And

let's not forget how the balls would not track straight — instead

they had a tendency to hop a little bit either left or right. That 

really kept you guessing if you were going to hit the pins you were

aiming for. If you think you are good at bowling — give this 

a try, and you will quickly realize that the large ball skills don't

transfer very much to the small ball sport.

As the night carried on there were some folks who were getting

the hang of things, however, nobody managed to break 100! We

then moved to the Smoke House on Shelby for the wrap up 

dinner and prize ceremony. Awards were for men's and women's

best (and worst overall) scores. The 'must be present to win' clause

kicked in, and Jerry stole the high men score with a 74 (99 was the

high — but the clause let Jerry claim victory). Wendy managed to

get high women’s score with a 67 and Kash’s mid 30s stole the low

score (stealing it from John who had a 32 — but he was not 

present to claim his bottle of window cleaner to clean his glasses).

Duck Pin bowling is always a fun time at as you just never know 

what's going to happen when you throw that little ball 

down the lane.

A
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We all know that the pins don't lie in Duck Pin bowling and that

was made abundantly clear on lane 1. No matter what you did,

that number 10 pin would stand back up almost every time. And

let's not forget how the balls would not track straight — instead

they had a tendency to hop a little bit either left or right. That 

really kept you guessing if you were going to hit the pins you were

aiming for. If you think you are good at bowling — give this 

a try, and you will quickly realize that the large ball skills don't

transfer very much to the small ball sport.

As the night carried on there were some folks who were getting

the hang of things, however, nobody managed to break 100! We

then moved to the Smoke House on Shelby for the wrap up 

dinner and prize ceremony. Awards were for men's and women's

best (and worst overall) scores. The 'must be present to win' clause

kicked in, and Jerry stole the high men score with a 74 (99 was the

high — but the clause let Jerry claim victory). Wendy managed to

get high women’s score with a 67 and Kash’s mid 30s stole the low

score (stealing it from John who had a 32 — but he was not 

present to claim his bottle of window cleaner to clean his glasses).

Duck Pin bowling is always a fun time at as you just never know 

what's going to happen when you throw that little ball 

down the lane.
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What is Carnauba?

or years, many of us have heard about
using Carnauba wax on our rides but 
may not have fully understood what that
meant. I thought it would be fun to dive in a little deeper
and discuss this mystery wax. 

Let’s start off with what Carnauba is and where it comes
from. Carnauba, which is also often called
Brazil wax or palm wax, is indeed a wax that
is harvested from the leaves of the palm 
tree Copernicia prunifera. This palm plant is
native to and grown only in the semi-arid
northeastern part of Brazil which is the
states of Piauí, Ceará, and Rio Grande do
Norte.

Carnauba is a thick yellow wax that is produced by the
palm tree plant to protect itself from losing 
too much moisture to the dry air. During 
the summer, the Carnauba wax is
extracted from the palm tree leaves 
either by boiling the leaves and then 
skimming the wax from the surface of 
the mixture or by harvesting the leaves and allowing the
wax to dry and then beating the leaves to loosen and 
remove the wax. After harvesting, the Carnauba wax is in
its pure state which is in the form of very hard, yellowish-
brown flakes. It is among the hardest of natural waxes,
even harder than concrete, and it is nearly insoluble in
water and ethanol. The melting point of pure Carnauba
wax is also among the highest of natural waxes at 180°F.

The wax is poured into molds and allowed to harden. The
Carnauba bricks are then graded according to their yellow
coloration and purity. The highest quality Carnauba is
rated as #1 Grade Yellow Carnauba, followed by #2 Grade
Yellow and #3 Grade Yellow.

When Carnauba is formed into car wax, it must be mixed
with solvents in order to be softened so that you can 
actually apply it to your ride’s finish. Products that are 
advertised as 100% Carnauba are referring to the fact
that 100% of the wax content is Carnauba. No Carnauba
wax product can contain more than 28% to 33% of 
Carnauba wax; otherwise it would resemble a block of
concrete and be impossible to apply.

In addition, the highest quality Carnauba wax products
also contain other ingredients such as resins, silicone oils,
polymers and other waxes. These are added in order to
give the Carnauba wax product more shine and durability.
Carnauba wax in its natural form is not glossy. If you 
applied it to your ride it would leave a filmy and slightly

opaque look. These additional ingredients also add
durability as natural Carnauba would only last a month
or two.

In the marketplace you may see it advertised as #1 Ivory
White Pure Carnauba. This description is meant to make
you believe that their Carnauba is more refined and all
of the impurities (the yellow color) have been removed,
therefore it is white. Don’t be misled! The finest and
purest form of natural Carnauba wax is #1 Yellow 
Carnauba. There are various shades of yellow due to
different ages but they are all yellow. Carnauba can be
turned white through a bleaching process or by mixing
with other waxes.

Carnauba is highly desired as a car wax. The most 
common reason 
is the way that 
Carnauba wax 
reflects light. When
light is reflected back
there is actually a
slight distortion that
occurs that creates
the illusion of 
wetness and depth.
You can increase this illusion by adding multiple layers
of Carnauba wax to increase its thickness and deep look.

What is Carnauba?
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Some Carnauba brand car waxes

Article and photos by Kash Rahman

am always surprised by how popular this drive is. Late in the year, cold 
temperatures, a relatively straight drive up Rt 31 — who would want to do 
that? Nearly 40 people, that's who. We started this year's trip at the factory, 
with a personal tour by the real life Willy Wonka owner himself, Mark Tarner. We 
watched tasty treats being created right in front of us, and sampled a few just to make
sure they were perfect!

We then headed to the main store, where every type of chocolatey treat was on sale, 
and also enjoyed a delicious lunch. Some of us 
had to head back, but others continued on to 
a free, personalized tour of the Studebaker 
museum, courtesy of Mark Tarner!

For some of us, this tour is now an annual 
tradition. And, if you have never been, you 
are missing out on the tastiest drive of the 
year!
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appy 2018 fellow Hoosier BMWCCA
Chapter members! You might notice a new
face on the president’s page. Let me 
introduce myself as your newly elected
chapter president. I am not the only new face on our chapter’s
board. The board also welcomes our new vice-president, Kyle
McGary. Kyle has been an active member for many years. He
also serves as our membership chair. We have also added a new
director-at-large, Chris Wolf. Chris has a keen interest in jump
starting our Tire Rack Street Survival Program and will team
with other club members to bring back the success we have
had in the past. Last but not least, Joe Vernon is not only a 
director-at-large but also our ambassador to the BMWCCA
Foundation. We will all miss Chris Dunlap in the president’s seat
(we had to replace him with two Chrises) as he did such a great
job in his tenure. You’ll still get to read his contributions as an
active member of the club.

Let me start by telling you a little bit about myself. I live on a
horse farm just outside Pendleton, with my girlfriend Joanne
(who some may remember as my co-writer in last quarter’s tech
article about e46 window regulator replacement), her son
Henry, whom I am actively recruiting to our BMW culture, and
her daughter, Iris, whom I have been mostly successful with as
she decided on her first car to be a BMW three series with a
manual transmission (formerly owned by board member Steve
Bailey). My membership in the club dates back to 2001 when I
got my first BMW, a 2002 330i in steel grey with a manual 
transmission. My interest in German cars in general dates all the
way back to mid-80’s when I was in middle school. Odd as it
may seem, the first car I drooled over was the Mercedes S-Class.
When most of my school mates had the ubiquitous Lamborghini
Countach with the scissor doors plastering their bedroom walls,
I wanted the stately elegance of a 500SEL gliding through the
Schwarzwald on the Autobahn. Alas, I was never able to find
such a poster.

My first car was a 1995 Volkswagen Jetta with a 5 speed. That
was my first taste of owning German engineering. I adored that
car. It got me through college and into my first job. Eventually, it
started showing its age, and I started looking at replacements of
the German variety. I always thought I was a Mercedes guy due
to my infatuation when I was younger. I knew of BMWs as a 
German car and a status symbol to some. When I was deep into
research, the BMW 3 series keep popping up as the leader in the
compact car class. I’ll never forget my first test drive. I had an 
enthusiastic sales associate at Dreyer and Reinbold that was
keen to show me what a BMW was all about. He took me tearing
through the back roads of Hamilton County on a ride that has
stuck with me to this day. I am sure we were well into the out-
skirts of legal and responsible. This is how I began to understand

H

what a BMW was all about and how it differed from the
other flavors of German cars on the market. I discovered
that “The Ultimate Driving Machine” was not just a 
marketing tag line. I have owned a three series ever since
then in various models. We still have 4 three-series in our
household today along with two Volkswagen Vanagons and
two Mercedes. Yes, I did end up purchasing an S-Class (1986
420SEL), much like the one I loved in my teens.

My interest in German cars doesn’t stop simply with owning
them. Much of my free time is spent working on them. I 
realize that doesn’t sound great to some. It’s not because
they are fraught with problems or anything like that. I enjoy
doing my own maintenance. I find it rewarding and usually
relaxing aside from the occasional frustration. Plus, owning
(responsible for servicing) the eight older German vehicles
in our household, one, or more, always need something to
keep up with. Without the skills to do basic maintenance
myself, I would be in the poorhouse!

Lastly, in the last few years, I have discovered the addictive
hobby of high performance driver’s education (HPDE). I
have a dedicated 2003 BMW M3 that I have set up to enjoy
this aspect of BMW ownership. The first time I was on a track
at speed was at the BMW Performance Driving School in
2010. That was back when they gave purchasers of M3s a
one-day pass for you and your friend (my brother in this
case) to travel down to Spartanburg and take part in a 
one-day M School. I was hooked of course. These cars are
like drugs I tell you. Nowadays, I travel to various tracks
around the eastern US with other club members to enjoy
this aspect of the hobby.

In closing, I hope that I was able to give our club members a
little peek into how my passion of the marque will help me
be a good leader for our club. I can’t do it alone. Not only do
I need all my fellow members of the board, but also active
participation from our chapter members. We have lots of
great events planned for this year. If you have never been to
an event, give it a try. Try something small like a monthly 
social or club meeting. Visit our website and join our private
Facebook group. I think you will find a friendly and diverse
membership base with many interests. I look forward to
serving the club as your president and interacting with
everyone I can.

By Chris Ruel

Chapter President/Hoosier BMW CCA

I would like to thank the nearly 70 (wow!) Hoosier BMW 

members that joined us this year for our annual Holiday Party

. We enjoyed a delicious three course lunch with options that 

included BBQ chicken, steak, and salmon. Hoosier BMW 

branded drink insulators, keychains, and custom ///M & 

///M candy bags greeted our members at their seats. Lunch 

ended with our 2018 Board of Director elections as well a

plethora of graciously donated door prizes.

These door prizes were made possible by the BMW CCA Foundation,

BMW of Lafayette, both Dreyer & Reinbold BMW locations, Griot’s

Garage, The James Embry Team, Reggie’s Motorworks, and Sonax

USA. These sponsors give generously to our Hoosier Chapter, 

and we are especially grateful for their support. Here’s to 

a great 2018 with your Hoosier BMW friends.

Kyle McGary
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On Saturday, March 10th, Hoosier BMW will be hosting our 5th annual 
Indoor Karting event at Fastimes on the North side of Indy (96th and 
Keystone) from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM.

We have rented the facility and reserved spots for up to 24 drivers. 
Most drivers will get a practice race plus two 8-10 minute heat races 

to determine the fastest drivers. Once the heats are completed, there are
usually one or two run-off races, and from there the top 8 drivers go to a 

feature race. 

After the racing is done, we have a short podium session with awards and photos. The top 3 drivers receive medals 
and bragging rights for the next year. 

At the end of it all, most everyone is tired and hungry. We will head over to Scotty’s Brewhouse where we can grab 
some lunch and recap our fastest laps, close-calls, and back pain.  Plus, a cold beverage or two for those over 21 might
sooth some sore muscles. 

This event has sold out in years past, so please get registered ASAP. If we sell out early, we can potentially expand the
event. This year we are using PayPal to keep track of registrations. Please see our event on Facebook, or email 
reggie@reggiesmotorworks.com to RSVP or for more information. 

Check out the latest event details at:
www.hoosierbmw.com
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